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Informing the Public
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Role of 
the Board 

of 
Education

❑ Set the property tax rate for the 
2021-22 fiscal year 

❑ Notify the public of changes in 
estimated expenditures for the 2020-
21 fiscal year

❑ Notify the public of estimated 
expenditures for the 2021-22 school 
year



Definitions
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Certified 
Budget:

(DE Iowa 
School Finance 
Terminology)

●A document showing the amount of 
taxes to be levied for each fund and/or 
program and the aggregate revenues 
and expenditures. 

●This report is certified by the local board 
no later than April 15 each year for the 
upcoming fiscal year after holding a 
public hearing and adoption. 
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What are 
we really 
certifying 

for the 
public?

● Informing the public the 
maximum we can spend in
all funds July 1, 2021 
through June 30, 2022.

● Informing the public the 
property tax rate for July 1, 
2021 through June 30, 
2022.
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How are the 
expenditure
s certified to 

the public 
identified?

Categories

● Instruction
● Total Support Services
● Noninstructional 

Programs
● Total Other Expenditures
● Total Expenditures



7

How is the 
property tax 

rate certified to 
the public?

AS A TOTAL 
RATE PER 

THOUSAND 
OF TAXABLE 
VALUATION

Requested property tax 
dollars are for all funds 
combined. 
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What are 
we 

“informing 
the public,” 

but not 
certifying?

● Informing the public the actual revenues 
and expenditures for fiscal year 2020 
for all funds.

● Informing the public the expected 
revenues and expenditures for fiscal 
year 2021 for all funds.

● Informing the public the expected
revenues and expenditures in all funds 
July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022.



Property Taxes
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Property Taxes
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What are 
the key 
property 

tax 
variables?
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State Foundation Aid & General Fund Levy

State Aid

“Property Rich” “Property Poor”

Property
Taxes

Property
Taxes

State 
Aid

Prior to the state funding formula with 
maximum spending authority per pupil, 
schools were funded 100% by property tax.

This created great disparity between property 
“rich” and property “poor” district’s and the 
level of education provided.

State foundation aid formula equalizes cost 
per pupil with a funding mix of property taxes 
and state aid.

This split is automatically generated and 
cannot be set at the district level.

State cost 
per pupil
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Instructional 
Support 

Levy
Funding

Surtax Property 
Tax

FY19 94.1% 5.9%

FY20 85.1% 14.9%

FY21 88% 12%

FY22 89.3% 10.7%

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

The Board of Directors of the Alta-Aurelia Community School 
District announces its intent to participate in the instructional 
support program.  The Board also hereby answers the following 
proposition in the affirmative:  Shall the Board of Directors of the 
Alta-Aurelia Community School District in the Counties of Buena 
Vista, Cherokee and Sac, State of Iowa, be authorized for a period 
of five years commencing with the 2018-19 budget year, to levy and 
impose an instructional support tax in an amount (after taking into 
consideration instructional support state aid) not to exceed ten (10) 
percent of the total of regular program district cost for the budget 
year and monies received under section 257.14 as a budget 
adjustment for the budget year and be authorized annually in 
combination to levy an instructional support property tax upon all 
the taxable property within  the school district, commencing with 
the levy for collection in the fiscal year ending June 30, 2019 and to 
impose an instructional support income surtax upon the state 
individual income tax of each individual income taxpayer resident 
in the school district on December 31 for each calendar year 
commencing with calendar year 2018 or each year thereafter to be 
determined by the Board for each fiscal year, to be used for any 
general fund purpose?

Passed on October 18, 2017
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Tax Levy Maximums & Expirations



Revenues & 
Expenditures

15
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What are we approving?
Expenditures by Function
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Budgeted Expenditures/Revenues by Fund 
FY21
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Re-Estimated Expenditures/Revenues by Fund 
FY21
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Expected Expenditures/Revenues by Fund 
FY22
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Fund Expenditure “Silos”

Salaries,
Benefits,
Maintenance,
Utilities,
Classroom 
Supplies & 
Materials,
Professional 
Development

Property, 
Liability, 
Vehicles 
Insurance; 
Early 
Retirement 
Stipends

Officials, 
Uniforms, 
Sports 
equipment, 
Club & 
Sports 
Supplies

Building 
Repairs, HS 
Kitchen 
Renovation 
Bond, 
Activities 
Center 
Bond, 
Football 
Lighting 
Lease, Roof 
Repairs

Copier/ 
Printer Lease, 
Major Bus 
Repairs, 
Bus Lease, 
Computer 
Equipment 
Non-
instructional 
Software, 
School Buses

Repayment 
of General 
Obligation 
Bond Debt

General 
Fund Management 

Fund
Activity 
Fund

SAVE 
Fund

PPEL 
Fund

Debt 
Service 
Fund

Nutrition 
Fund

Food, 
Kitchen 
Equipment, 
Nutrition 
Employees’ 
Salaries & 
Benefits

PERL
Fund

Care and 
Upkeep of 
Public 
Recreation 
Facilities 
(mowing & 
snow 
removal)



Spending Authority
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Unspent Authorized Budget



Publication

Pilot Tribune 
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What did 
we 

publish?

Actual 
Publication 

Form
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What did we 
publish?

Revenues 
(Resources)

Revenues 
(Resources)

By Year



Noninstructional
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What did we publish?
Expenditures (Requirements)

Instruction

Total Support 
Services

Total Other

Total

Expenditures 
(Requirements)

Total Tax 
Rate



Critical Dates
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Critical Certified Budget Deadlines
Requirement Deadline Our Dates

Budget Publication 10 to 20 days prior to official 
Board Hearing of budget April 2 – Pilot-Tribune

Board Adoption of Budget
(Official hearing is often on this 
same date)

Prior to April 15th April 12th Regular Meeting

Notice of successful elections 
on ISL, PERL, PPEL No later than April 15th N/A this year

Budget Guarantee Resolution To DOM by April 15th N/A this year

Due date to DOM and County April 15th April 13-15

FY 2021 Budget Amendment 
Resolution

No later than May 31, but 
before exceeding budget April 13-15
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